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The Epistemology of 

John Henry Newman
PHIL 6440, Fall 2021
Thursday 3:15-5:15, Collins Conference Room
Professor: Dr. Stephen Grimm

Office: Collins 117
Office Hours: Tuesday 3-5 p.m., and by appointment

Office Tel.: 718-817-3282


e-mail: sgrimm@fordham.edu

Course Description

This course will focus on issues related to evidence, faith, and assent, with special attention to how these themes are developed in the epistemology of St. John Henry Newman (1801-1890), one of the greatest philosophers and theologians of the 19th Century.

In the early part of the course we will look at some recent debates concerning issues related to evidence, faith, and assent before considering texts that were important for the development of Newman’s own views, including selections from Locke's Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Hume’s Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, and Reid's Inquiry into the Human Mind.   

As we turn to Newman, we will read selections from his Oxford sermons on the relationship between faith and reason, before closing with an extended look at his classic An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of Assent. 

Throughout the course we will bring Newman into conversation with contemporary debates in epistemology, as well as consider how he learned from, or parted ways from, some of the great philosophers that preceded him.  
Texts for the Course

John Henry Newman, An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of Assent
Additional readings will be available via Blackboard.

Requirements for the Course

ADA Assignments and “On Call” Roles
You are responsible for submitting an "ADA" assignment before every class, on Blackboard,  that addresses the following points regarding the assigned reading for the day.

Agree: Briefly describe something about the reading that you found particularly plausible or insightful or interesting, and say why.

Disagree: Briefly describe something you found implausible or incorrect or misleading about the reading, and say why.

Ask: What question or questions were you left with from the reading?  If something was unclear, say why you thought it was unclear.  If the reading left you with a bigger, unanswered question, articulate the question.
The assignments are due by 9 a.m. on the morning of each class (so, by 9 a.m. on Thursday).  A normal response should be around 300-350 words overall, and I will point to student examples early on that are on the right track.
On a rotating basis, half of the class will then be “on call” each meeting, in the sense that they should be prepared to be called upon to discuss the contents of their ADA posts, or their general reflections on the readings.  Those not “on call” for a given class are always encouraged to contribute as well.

In terms of grading, you will receive a 1, .5, or 0 for each assignment.  1 = good.  .5 = significantly deficient.  0 = not completed or late.  In terms of the time stamp on BB, anything posted after 9:00 a.m. will be considered late.  
Important: There are no make-ups for missed or late assignments.  Also, make sure that your comments try to take into account the whole reading, not just the first few pages or first half. 
Ticket out the Door Exercises

At the end of each class, I will set aside time for you to write a short reflection on the material from that day's discussion: What was something that stood out to you as important, or unclear, or mistaken?  Or is there an interesting connection you can draw with materials from another class?  The reflections will take 3-4 minutes.  Please bring a slip of paper that can be submitted manually.  For those online, I will set up a google doc for you.
In terms of grading, you will receive a 1, .5, or 0 for each assignment.  1 = good.  .5 = significantly deficient.  0 = not completed or late.  If you did not attend class, you cannot submit a TOTD exercise for that day.  There are no make-ups for missed or late assignments.
Final Paper

A 6,000-7,500 word paper is due at the beginning of our final class.  The topic is up to you, but you should speak to me beforehand about possible ideas so I can help you to find a manageable topic, and to point you towards relevant readings.  I do not read drafts, but I would be happy to talk to you in detail about your thoughts and ideas.

Late papers: Penalty for lateness is a third of a letter grade per day (A- becomes B+, C becomes C-, etc.). The clock starts after the due date of the paper, and the change is rounded up (that is, if you hand it in 1 hour late, or 10 minutes late, that counts as 1 day late; 25 hours after it’s due, 2 days late, and so on).  To hand in a late paper, you do not need to submit a hardcopy—emailing it to me is sufficient.  

Work that exceeds the stated word limit will be penalized at a rate of a partial letter grade (e.g. a B paper that is over the stated work limit receives a B-, etc.).  It is often harder to write to write a shorter paper than a longer one, and given that many journals and conferences have word limits, this is a good discipline to practice.
Lateness Policy

It is important to submit work on time. Unless special arrangements have been made in advance, penalty for lateness is a third of a letter grade per day, including weekends (A- becomes B+, C becomes C-, etc.). The clock starts after the "turn in" time of the paper, and the change is rounded up (that is, if you hand it in 1 hour late, or 10 minutes late, that counts as 1 day late; 25 hours after it was due= 2 days late; and so on).  

Participation
Participation will count for 10% of your grade, and grades will range from 10 (highest) to 0 (lowest).  Asking questions, raising objections, expressing puzzlement, etc. are all good forms of participation.  Participation while you are "on call" will be counted positively towards your grade, but again those not on call are always welcome and encouraged to participate.
Attendance

Attendance will count for 5% of your grade, and grades will range from 5 (highest) to 0 (lowest).  You are allowed two unexcused absences.  Arriving late for class, especially if it happens regularly, will negatively your attendance grade.
Classroom Courtesy

Cellphones should be turned off for the duration of the class, and texting during class is not permitted.  Normally I do not allow laptops in class but if you have a special reason to use one please see me and I will try to accommodate you.  

Academic Misconduct

You will be strictly held to the Fordham University code of conduct.  At a minimum, you will receive an “F” on any work that involves academic misconduct, and you may very well fail the course, depending on the circumstances.  

Grading
"ADA” Assignments: 20%
"Ticket Out The Door" Exercises: 10%
Final Paper: 55%
Participation: 10%
Attendance: 5%
Tentative Schedule of Readings

Sept. 2: Welcome and Intro
Read for class: Elizabeth Jackson, “The Relationship Between Belief and Credence” (2020)
Sept. 9: Elizabeth Jackson, “Belief and Credence: Why the Attitude Type Matters” (2019); Lara Buchak, “Belief, Credence, and Norms” (2014)
Sept. 16: Lara Buchak, “Reason & Faith” (2017); Bob Beddor, “New Work for Certainty” (2020)
Sept. 30: Locke, selections from Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690)
Oct. 7: Hume, selections from Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1739) (likely concentrating on sections 1-5, 7, and 12)
Oct 14: Reid, selections from Inquiry into the Human Mind (1764) (via Keith DeRose, here) & Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man
Oct. 21: Newman, Oxford Sermons (1826-1843): “Faith and Reason, Contrasted as Habits of Mind”; “The Nature of Faith in Relation to Reason”; “Love the Safeguard of Faith Against Superstition”
Oct 28: Newman, Oxford Sermons (1826-1843): “Implicit and Explicit Reason”; “Wisdom, As Contrasted with Faith and Bigotry”
Nov 4: Newman, An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of Assent (1870), chs. 1-4
Nov. 11 [Sosa conference, Nov 12; perhaps no meeting]: Newman, Grammar, chs. 5-6
Nov 18: Newman, Grammar, chs. 7-8
Nov 25 [Thanksgiving]

Dec. 2: Newman, Grammar, chs. 9-10
Dec. 9: Last class

Dec. 16: papers due

