
HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY 
 
PHIL 252H, Spring 2008 
T/Th 11:10-12:30, Jeanette Rankin Hall 202 
 
Professor: Dr. Stephen Grimm 
Office: LA 153; Phone: 243-6233 
Office Hours: Mon. 4:30-5:30/Wed. 4:30-5:30, and by appointment 
e-mail: stephen.grimm@mso.umt.edu 
 

Course Description 
 
During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries there was a philosophical revolution 
in Europe, as philosophers tried to make sense of the new worldview that was emerging 
from the scientific and political revolutions of the day.  These philosophers, who 
comprise what is generally called “early modern philosophy,” laid the groundwork for 
much of contemporary philosophy.   
 
Although there were many important philosophers in this period, the seven that we 
shall examine in this course are Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, 
and Kant.  While these philosophers wrote on a host of philosophical subjects, we shall 
examine, in particular, their writings on metaphysics (which deals with the ultimate 
nature of reality) and epistemology (which deals with the nature and scope of 
knowledge).  
 

Course Text 
 
Roger Ariew and Eric Watkins (eds.), Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary 
Sources (Hackett, 1998). 
 

Requirements for the Course 
 
Readings 
 
For the most part, we will average around 20-30 pages of reading per class.  I alert you 
in advance, however, that philosophy texts are typically very difficult, and must be read 
with care and active engagement. You will probably find that you need to read the 
assignment two or three times to get a good sense of what’s going on, so be sure to set 
aside the appropriate amount of time in advance. 
 
Quizzes  
 
Seven brief, multiple-choice quizzes will test your knowledge of the reading and class 
discussion.  From among these seven quizzes, I will count your top six 
grades. In other words, I will drop your lowest grade.  If you miss class, or are late for 



the beginning of the quiz, you will receive a zero for that assignment. Make-ups will 
not be available. 
 
NB: As you can see below, taken together the quizzes count for 30% of your grade—in 
other words, a large portion!  If you’ve been doing the reading carefully and taking 
good notes in class, they should not be a problem.  If you are prone to skip classes 
and/or fail to keep up with the reading, however, you will likely struggle with the 
quizzes. 
 
Exams   
 
There will be a midterm and a final, scheduled for March 11th and May 5th .  The final 
date, in particular, is set in stone, and alternative times will not be permitted.  
Additional information about the exams will be provided in advance.  Unless evidence 
of emergency or serious illness is provided, make-up exams will not be available. 
 
Attendance and participation  
 
Regular attendance is required, and active engagement is encouraged.  In a large 
class/lecture such as this, you may only have an opportunity (or inclination) to raise 
your hand once or twice over the course of the semester.  A thoughtful contribution 
along these lines will, nonetheless, be appreciated, and will help your final grade if you 
are on the borderline. 
 
Classroom Courtesy 
 
Cellphones should be turned off for the duration of the class, and texting during class is 
not permitted.  Also, make it a point to be on time for class.  Walking into class late, 
or going to and fro during class, is disruptive both to the instructor and to your fellow 
classmates.  Repeat offenses will lead me to ask you to drop the course. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
 
You will be strictly held to the University of Montana Student Conduct Code 
(www.umt.edu/SA).  At a minimum, you will receive an “F” on any work that involves 
academic misconduct, and you may very well fail the course, depending on the 
circumstances.   
 
Grading 
 
Quizzes=30% (5% each) 
Mid-Term Exam=30%    
Final Exam= 30% 
Attendance/Participation=10% 
 



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
   
Jan. 22  Welcome; Introduction to Course 
 
Jan. 24  Descartes: Discourse on Method (12-21) 
 
Jan. 29  Descartes: Meditations: Dedication, Preface, and Meditation 1 (22- 

30) 
• Quiz #1 
 

Jan. 31  Descartes: Meditation 2 (30-34) 
 
Feb. 5  Descartes: Meditation 3 (34-41) 
 
Feb. 7  Spinoza: Ethics, Book I, Prop. 1-24 and Appendix (129-140; 145-149) 

• Quiz #2 
 
Feb. 12  Spinoza: Ethics, Book I, Prop. 25-36 (140-145) 

 
Feb. 14  [No Class: SRG Travel] 
 
Feb. 19  Leibniz: A New System of Nature, Monadology (229-243) 

• Quiz #3 
 
Feb. 21  Locke: Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Book I: 1-2  

(270-276); Book II: 1-2 (276-282) 
 
Feb. 26   Locke: Essay, Book II: 21 (301-310), 27 (320-329) 
 
Feb. 28  Locke: Essay, Book IV: 1-4 (339-358) 

• Quiz #4 
 
Mar. 4  Locke: Essay, Book IV: 10-11, 15-16 (358-373) 
 
Mar. 6  Leibniz: New Essays, Preface (374-385) 
 
Mar. 11  Exam #1 

 
Mar. 13  Berkeley: Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous,  

Preface and First Dialogue (413-433) 
 
Mar. 18  Berkeley: Three Dialogues, Second Dialogue (433-443) 

• Quiz #5 
 

Mar. 20  Berkeley: Three Dialogues, Third Dialogue (443-461) 
 
Mar. 25   Spring Break 
 
Mar. 27   Spring Break 
 
Apr. 1  Hume: Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Sections 1-3  

(491-499) 
 

Apr. 3  Hume: Enquiry, Sections 4-6 (499-514) 
• Quiz #6 

 
Apr. 8  Hume: Enquiry, Section 7 (514-522) 
 
Apr. 10  Hume: Enquiry, Section 8 (522-532) 
 



Apr. 15  Hume: Enquiry, Sections 10 and 12 (534-543/550-557) 
 
Apr. 17  Kant: Critique of Pure Reason: Prefaces, Introduction (634-647) 

• Quiz #7 
 
Apr. 22  Kant: Critique, Transcendental Aesthetic (647-653) 
 
Apr. 24  Kant: Critique, Transcendental Deduction (658-672)  
 
Apr. 29  Kant: Critique, Refutation of Idealism/3rd Antinomy (697- 

698/713-715)  
 
May 1  Last Day of Class 
 
May 5  Final Exam (8:00-10:00 a.m.) 
 
 
 


